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Surface roughness of pore space of sedimentary rocks plays an essential role in various processes, e.g., en-
hanced oil recovery from reservoir rocks [1] and microbially-induced calcite crystal growth [2]. Regarding
immiscible fluid flow, the surface roughness affects the local contact angle and hence the relative rock surface
tendency to one of the fluids [3]. The roughness impact is much more pronounced for low-conductive porous
media where the average diameter of capillaries is small compared to the average surface roughness [4]. In
this study, we illustrate an approach to measure the pore surface roughness of sandstone rock by employing
extremely high-resolution FESEM images. The procedure adopted in this study was to use a search window
over the 2D image data to look for the pore pixels and determine several factors, such as channel size and
pixels on the perimeter that were in contact with the rock phase. The speed of the moving window approach
was enhanced by search optimization approaches such as the genetic algorithm, the Monte Carlo method,
artificial immune systems, and the particle swarm method [5]. Three common simplified geometries of the
sinusoidal curves and squarish and triangular shapes were utilized to determine local roughness values. The
information generated in this study included both the extreme surface roughness values and the local pore
sizes. Eventually, to unify all these data, we used a neural network to predict surface roughness with respect
to microchannel (pore) diameters. The results showed that methods with strong local search such as parti-
cle swarm optimization were more effective to find microchannels, while techniques like the Monte Carlo
method that has no local search potential were more successful in the search for different roughness values.
Our novel methodology for determining pore surface roughness can be used to assess the effects of roughness
on phenomena such as fluid flow, surface reaction, and deposition/adsorption inside porous materials.
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