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In a variety of technical, medical and environmental applications, free flow coupled to porous-medium flow
plays a crucial role. Due to the strong mutual interaction of the flow in both regimes, complex flow fields
develop in the free-flow regime [1]. This holds especially true in the case of rough porous-medium-free-flow
interfaces or when pores of a pore-network [2] touch the freeflow. Those complex flow patterns contain
regions which have to be resolved in more detail than others. To resolve them, we can use overall, global or
local refinement.

We use a finite-volume staggered-grid discretization, to avoid spurious pressure oscillations and to obtain local
conservation. In this context we compare the overall and global refinement of axiparallel grids to a quadtree
local refinement method [3].

We implemented those free-flow discretizations in our open-source simulator Dumux [4], along with a mono-
lithical coupling to the porous medium. We present a comparison of the three refinement strategies for various
test cases. Furthermore, we discuss that distorted stencils, interpolations and local truncation errors contribute
to the results we get.
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